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Picturesque

“The Ancestor,” So Zalled by King Ed-
ward, Long a Notable Figure in
English Society and Sports

forty years past has been ons

of the most plcturesque and
popular figures In English soclety and
in the realms of wmport; almost as
famillar in Parls and Madrid as in
London, Under the circumstances It
is diMcult
meant by the cable despatches which
In recording his entirely unheralded
marringe to Mrs, John Astor in Lon-
don declare that “little is known about
him" ¥ven those who never have
been brought into peracnal touch with
him must be well acquainted with his
aAppearance through his masterly por-
trait by John B. Sargent, which is by
common consent one of the chefs
d'aruvres of that greatest of American
artists.

I ORD RIBBLESDALE for some

The Menarch's Apt Nickname,

Edward VII., who was a close friend
of Lord Ribblesdale, Is credited with
having suggested to Bargent at a
Royal Academy banquet that he should
paint “the ancestor” as a particularly
fine type of the British aristocracy
who in his looks and bearing seemed
to blend in the most

to understand what s}

harmonious | tary record and his gallantry in

nant, the most charming and most
universally beloved of Margot Ten-
ant's sisters, Their marriage took
Tlace In 1877,

Gave Tweo Sons e England.

That s how Ribblesdale came to be
the brother-in-law of ex-Premier Her-
bert Asquith. Lady Ribblesdale died
elght years ago, and since then .nr
husband has lost the two sonas that she
bore him, both giving thelr lives for
their country. The elder, Capt. the
Hon. Thomas Lister of the Tenth Hus-
sars, fell in the Somallland expedition
‘n 1904, while his younger brother,
Charles, an exceptionally brHlant
young man of great promise, suc-
cumbed to wounds recelved 'in the
fighting on the peninsula of Gallipoll.
Of Ribblesdale's daughters, Laura, the
most comely, is the wife of Gen. Lord
Lovat, chief of the great Scottish clan
Fraser, who so greatly distinguished
himself in the Boer war at the head
of his corps of Lovat's Scouts, re-
crulted exclusively from among his
Highlanders, With all his fine mili-
the
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fashion nineteenth century moderniiy
withi all that was most courtly and
gravious in the eighteenth century.
It was by reason of this rather un-
sual combination that King Edward
long nicknamed his friend *“the
estor” and the sobriguet must ap-
pral whomever gazes upon Lord
Tubblesdale's portrait. For Sargent,

T |

»hils representing him arrayed in
hunting togs, manages to convey &
sort pf impreasion that he had just
stanped out of one of thoss ancestral

portraits in the picture gallery at Gls-
rne Park, near Clitheroe, which has
e the home of his family for more
T vears,
mmy™ to his intimate friends and
* fellow oMcers of the Rifle Bri-
sude. (rreverently dubbed ‘“dribble.
wunsh' by his old time chum and fel.
low  practical joker, Admiral Lord
lereaford, Lord Ribblesdale was one
of the most gifted and yet least seri-
niis minded of that notable colerle,
which forty years ago
i'ed wo consplcuous n role in the
great world—a colerle In
Arthur Balfour, Lord Rosebery
» the Lytteltons were ghining lighta
o which Mrs, Asquith, then Miss
und Henry White,
ane of the United Btates delegates
s Peace Conference in Parls, be-
It was the association of the
5 that brought Lord Ribblesdale

o Eouls,"

targot Tennant,

ged

| the company of Charlotte Teu-J

voer campalgn and in the great
nuw closed Lord Lovat is the shyest
man in Parliament, and on attempting
to deliver his maiden spoech the
House of Lords, felt so tonguetied
he to address his fellow
peern for the first time that he had to
resume his seat without having ut-
tered a single word. Lord Ribbles-
dale's ‘two other daughters are Lady
Wilson, wife of Sir Matthew Wilson,
and Diana, who lost her first huaband,
Capt. Percy Lyulph Wyndham of the
Coldstream Guards, in the early stages
of the Great War, and has slnce then
married again,

Lord Ribblesdale and his American
bride are a wvery handsomo couple
Bhe, one of the most famous beautles
of that city of beautiful women-—FPhila-
delphla—tall and divinely falr—has re-
tained at the age of Afty In an alto-
gocther marvellous degres her good
looks and her elegunce and grace, the
plivery hue of her halr merely serving
to soften the classic lovellness of her
face. Itibblesdale, her senior by Afteen
years, Is also very tall, standing some
slx feet three in his slocking feet, his
clean cut, clean shaven features, with
their aquiline nose, belng surmounted
by wavy white hair, He |8 somewhut
long in the shanks, and while suggest.-
ing the horseman nevertheless has a
particularly graceful walk, which is all
his own and extremely characteristic.

Queen Yictoria used Lo say of hlmJ
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that he was the most perfect lord In
waltipg ever imposed upon her by any
Administration, Whig or Tory, Con-
servative or Liberal. For the lords in
walting are nominated, not by the sov-
erelgn, but by the Premier. Ribblea-
dale seamed to fit so thoroughly Into
the pleture of everything at Windsor
Castle that the late Queen was never
tired of pronouncing him the courtler
par excellence of the old school. But
where he was seen to the best advan-
tage was when as master of the royal
hunt, or to put the title mofe cor-
rectly Master of the Royal Buok-
hounds, arrayed in the greon goat of
his office, adorned with the sliver
couples forming its Inslgnla and fol-

L.ord Ribblesdale an
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lowed by a coupls of doxen royal!
huntsmen magnificently mounted like
himself, he rode at the head of the
procession of royal personages up the
race course mt Ascot on the Cup Dy

which is tha day par excellence of the
Ascol Week

His Nenae of Homor Keen,

What {s so disconcert'ng and at the
same time entertaining about Lord
Ribblesdale i» that he is a mort of llv-
ing paradox. Thus, with all his dignity
and courtliness, one cun never be guite
sure whether he {s joking or serious
On one occaslon when Parliament and
indeed the entire nation were absorbed
by & politlcal crisls of exceptional
magnitude, F!bblesdale was one of the
most interesmted onlookers in the Peers'

gallery of the House of Commons, He
appeared profoundly  absorbed. and
many wondered what thoughts were

concenled behind that Inscrutable face,
But it afterward developed at the Turf
Club that he was busy In counting, for
the sake of deciding 4 bet, the number
of bald heads among the elected rep-
resentatives of the United Kingdom.
Then, again it is diMcult o reconcile
his stateliness with the remembrance

thut he was untll ten or fifteen yoars
ugo one of the criack boxers of (he
House of lLords, having tied for the
champlonship with Lord Lonsdale

Although he udorns the  Gilded
Chumber, he does not take it serlously
For he contends that when it dissents
from the decislons of the lower house
It Iz mischievous, and that when it
agrees with the Commons It Is manit-
festly superfluous. “Fifty per cent,
then of our time we wriggle on one
horn and 60 per cent, of it on the
other.” And again, speaking of the
lords splritual, that is to sav, the
prelates who occupy seats in  the
House of Tords, he declares that "the
rustle of lawn sleeves on thelr bench
thers soon after 7:15 in the evening
always constitutes & warning to the
Peers thut the time has arrived
to think of other things—nnmely, din-
ner —and s accepted as a sote of ad-
Journment “"Eminent chureh digni-
taries,” adds Ribblesdule, “seem to me
1o have striking faces; whether cuause
or effect, these faces go with prefer-
ment."

lay

declares that it was the wisteria in full
bloom covering the stabled of the
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Royal Hunt at Cumberland Lodge, In
Windsor Park, that led him to acoept
the nffice of Master of the Hoval Buok-
hounds Also he lhias been known to
guote Wordsworth with the lines;

And then my heart with pleasurs Alis
And dandes with the daffodils

i order to express hia satisfaction
over s paurticularly good run with the
hounds

Lord Hibblesdnle always has looked
upon politics rather as a joke, He
professes Liberallam and even Radical-
ism; he lent Glsburne Park for a So-

| clalist mecting on the ground that it

was wise to allow Soclalists to blow
off thelr steam, and that anyhow they
had some useful ldeas. Prior
wiirr ha undertook the defence in the
Houso of lLords of the budget of Liovd
George, then Chancellor  of the
Exchequer. e afterward spolled the
whole eNect of thatl defence by allud-
ing Lo the Chancellor—now the Prime
Minister-—as “half pantaloon and half
highwayman.” He professes to have

| been converted to home rule by Charles
Ribblendale ts fond of flowers and he | Stewart Parnell

In 1887 the two men,
perfect sirangoers to one another, hap-
pened to travel in the same railroad

d His American Bride

Marriage Makes Mrs. Astor Mistress of;_;
Beautiful Country Seat for 700 Years |
in Possession of Husband’s Family

compartment from London to Holy-
head en route to Dublin, and befors
Holyhead was reached the ordinarily
impenetrable Irish statesman had
been cleverly invelgled into unbosom-
ing himself about a number of In-
teresting measures and remarks re-
lating te home rule which appeared
three days later In print, Parnell
never denied the Interview or ita ac-
curacy, merely Insisting, with =n
twinkle In his eye, that it had been
obtained “under false pretences.”

Glaburne's Park's Beantles,

As Lady Ribblesdale the former
Mrs, John Jacob Astor will find her-
self the mistress of an exceptionally
Leautiful old country seat at CGis-
burna Park. It stands at the meeting
of the rivers Ribble and Stockbeck,
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In Yorkshire, the mansion being bulit
of gray stona from the Yorkshire
Fells near In the elghteenth
Century a of French plasterers
wore over from DParis (o
Chisburne hy the Listor of
any, and they worked for more than
| s year at the plastering: und decorus
tion of the house. They were so well
treated by the lord of the munor that
before they left and In recognition of
his kindncss they adorned the entlras

b,
party
brought
Hall

wall of the princlpul staircase with
life sizge Ngures In half rellef repre-
senung the members of the family

reading, writing, sleeping, playing the
lute, playing bowls, tralning flowers,
engaged in archery contests and
hunting. Gisburne has been relatively
deserted since the death of the first
Lady Ribblesdale and the marriage of

her daughters, Under the reign of the
new and American lLady Ribblesdale
I s destined 1o revive its former

glories as one of the most delightful
ard  hoapitable country houses in
Yorkshire

It is & source of satiafaction to the
friends and relatives of the former
Ava Willing of Philadelphia that she
should have married Lord Ribbleadale,
He 1a rich enough through inheritance

his |
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to be wholly Independent and Indiffer-
ent to whataver monetary resources
she may possess. There s no dis-
parity of dge to speak of, since she is
60 and he 65, both of them remark-
ably well preserved. With that sound
scnse which has always distinguished
her she has escaped the danger that
has beset her path for many Yyears
and by which so many women no
longer in the first blush of youth
have been overtaken, namely, that of
marrying & man very much vounger
than herself, Bhe has contented her-
self with a sultor who, while belong-
ing to the lowest rank of the peerage,
is the chieftain of a family thut has
been in uninterrupted possession of
its lands in Yorkshire for over 700
years. Indeed, thers are mnone more
blueblooded In England than the
Listers. ¢

The Astors’ AMiliations,

Mra. John Astor's marriage to Lord
Iibblesdnle serves to call attention to
the extent to which the Astors have
become aMllated with houses of the
European aristocracy. They came
more than a hundred years ago from

Douglas Halg. The old Dutch housewt
De Stuers, which took a notabls part
in the Napoleonic wars at the begin-
ning of the ninetcenth century, has:
two of its members, John and Hubert
de Btuers, the one an oficer of the
Dutch army, the other an aviator of
the French army, who can claim de-
scent from the original John Jacob
Astor and who enjoy to this day a por-
tion of his wealth. For thelr mother
wns Margaret Carey of New York,
whose mother In turn, born as Marie
Allda Astor, was A granddaughter of
the founder of the Astor family. The
father of the young De Stuers, that i
to say the first husband of Margaret
Carey, died only the other day in Paris
ag  Minister Plenipotentiary of the
Netherlands to France and as the
Nestor of the foreilgn diplomatio corps
on the banks of the Seine. Thelr only
sister, a greal-great-grandchild of the
orlginal John Jacob Astor, s ths wife
of Count Alfred Oberndorff, now one of
the principal representatives of Geps
many to-day at Versallles, formerly
the Kalser's Minlster Plenipotentiary
In Norway and In Bulgaria,

The De Stuers are by no means the
i
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Europe. where their origin, despite all ! oy members of (ha Notherlands arise
that has been alleged to tho conL toeeacy whe van clajm descent from
Was of the moat humble character, 1t the Astors and who have Astor blood
* lo the United SBtatex that they owe ns. There nre also the Van
their fortune, founded oan this side | Korpels now headed by Bir Jacob Van
of the Atlantic by the first of 1heir | Boreel. wheo be sides Belng Chamberlal
family to emigrate to Amevica, T 1o s Wilhelmina of Holland a..n:
came here aa peasants In the cig) Burgomnster of e l-m-l;' City of
eenth century., The twentieth century | Flairiem o In thie tenth t. lder 4
anriem o ls the ten 1oli
finds them endowed wit an unrivalled taronetey bestowed ypon his & m:l(l‘
#3cinl position and im wealth in Sir Willian I Vian lli'u‘-lo' h\fj.l\'l S
the land of thelr ado P Aand dnter- |y J" I\\lu n 1 \In .... a-'unx “"l;
i I e i ¥
lllll’:]}iﬂg . “‘ SR t ot ‘perfect Ambassador of Holland to the Court
i P 9 e e .
equality  with K me of t nldent of 8. James's In tact. befors his death
houses of tha Furopean apistocracs o Jecr @ Wil i e,
| Quits recen ¥ we have had over _n.,,.l‘.‘lr; ‘.r“‘ ,“,.I'H”. ioreal, who ‘h..d
| here Capt. John Jacob Astor, a lant | ° 2 I..r. '“ il — ”’:"'"“ 1 ho"‘:‘"lhlf
veteran of the groat war, in which hie lo “||.II.-‘ .J |1III.,|-k‘. e latter's axils
lost n leg and wos otherwise badly ' "l';‘lr" ' f“' . '__""I "I"“'-I him & pear-
| wounded i A Captain of Engliah lL‘ of the Britisll reslm, but for some
CAN .rr.__ and whao i married v the el 1\-| aor other the patent WAaS np‘:.'"
| former Lady Violet Vit davigiiter of tompleted and thercefore lgpsed, The
the late Earl of Minto, who was In nuyestion I l\':-‘-u the e of Astor
turn Governor-General of Cavada and and that of Van woreel, which can
I\’!.-orns of Indin. She has ehil- | Irice '-.' lineage back In an unbroken
|dren by her first husband, who wae Male dine to the fourteenth cantury,

| Killed In the war wnd who was the
| younger son of the Marguis of Lans-
downe, Cnapt, Astor's father, the for-
mer Willlum Waldor! Astor. one time
i New York city Assemblyman at Al
bany and ofterward Amsplcan

enyvoy

at Rome. now orcuples & sedt In the
House of lLords as a Viscount of the
tUnited ingdom, In which honor he

fwill he succeeded

Col, Waldorf Astom of  1h
| House of Commons for Plymouth, snd
'high In the confidence and regard of
! Prime Minister Lloyd George

1e eldest son
member

Nelated to the Halgs,

One of the new lady Ribblesdals's
misters-in-law, Augusta Astor, 18 the
widow of George Ogilvie Halg of the

BeoteH family which now has heen

rendered historic by Ficld Marehal Sir |also James VI

A
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at Ghent, was brought about through
the marringe of Sarah Astor Langdoa
|of New York, a granddnughter of the
original Johpn Jacoh Astor, to Jankheess
Francis Robert Horeal, Grand
Master of tha Ceremonios to I—Cln.
Willinm 11, of thes Netherlands, his
bride becoming & Dame du Palals of

the Queen

Van

Thelr son Will=n Walter Aaton
Van Borveel, was Chiamberiain to Wilk
lam |11, of the Netherlands, and his

grandson Francis Willam Robert Was
Boreel, the greal-greal-grandson of
the original John Jacob Astor, is pext
heir to the chieftalnship of the house
of Van Boreel, to its entailed proparty
in the Netherlands, and to the Britlah
baronetcy dating from the reign of
| King James 1. of England, who. was
ef Scotland,




